
The Clinch Coalition Nettle Patch Statement 

 

We are looking at the Nettle Patch project proposed by the 
USDA Forest Service to assess its overall impact with respect to 
costs and benefits for our area.  
 

TCC has concerns about the proposed Nettle Patch project and 
its effects on erosion and flooding, water quality, species 
diversity, impacts on future recreation use, and climate 
change.   
 

There is a need for baseline water quality measurements to be 
performed, both within the project area and within the 
surrounding watershed and communities, prior to the project 
beginning and extending throughout its implementation. Water 
quality monitoring should continue long term as the forest 
continues to be managed.  We are concerned about the Forest 
Service’s ability to do these studies long term due to continual 
agency budget cuts.   
 

Flooding and erosion are often associated with commercial 
logging and have caused problems in our area before.  Road 
construction to access the trees may exacerbate these 
problems, as well as affect the use of roads and trails by 
recreational users in the Nettle Patch area.  Logging also can 
encourage the invasion of non-native species which then may 
expand the need for herbicide use in our watersheds.   
 

This is an area of extraordinary biological diversity and has 
historically been under sampled; therefore, it is difficult to 
properly assess, with current data, potential threats to sensitive 



or unknown species. TCC stresses the need for additional 
biological inventories performed by the Forest Service before 
the project begins and would like to know more about the 
methodology used to collect these data.   
 

As the broader Southwest Virginia community continues to 
strive for a diversified economy, we have concerns that this 
project may negatively impact critical resources with which to 
create a sustainable economic development plan, with outdoor 
recreation playing a major role. The proposed project area 
encompasses the headwaters of two stocked trout streams and 
lies adjacent to the popular Flag Rock and High Knob Recreation 
Areas, the former in the process of developing multi-use trails 
within and very near the project area. These areas are crucial 
for economic development in the region and should be 
managed to enhance recreational development as much as 
possible.  
 

In addition, the scope of the proposed project's prescribed 
burning appears to not match the region's natural fire regime, 
in which wildfires burn infrequently and over a very limited 
spatial extent. In a time of increasing concerns about climate 
change, it is also crucial to examine the potential contributions 
of prescribed fires to the emissions of carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases. We feel that the government has a 
responsibility to quantify these impacts and ensure that our 
forests continue to serve as a critical carbon sink. 
 

While we do have many concerns, The Clinch Coalition does 
support uneven-aged forest management with limited low 



impact and sustainable harvesting, and looks forward to 
working with the Forest Service to identify areas in our National 
Forest that can be managed in way which would benefit all 
parties concerned.  
 


