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Scott County Chimney Rock 
 

 Located near the head of Big Stony 

Creek in one of the most remote areas of Scott 

County, Chimney Rock is a set of four rock 

formations, a quarter mile in length, that jut out 

of thick forest growth at the center of a small 

gorge. At this time, there is not a well-

established trail going to it, so finding it,       

especially in the summer is quite difficult. 

 In his book Southwest Virginia     

Crossroads, Joe Tennis noted that "In the 1970s a trail was initiated to the           

formation, but lack of funding halted the project. Without a well established trail, 

getting to this hidden treasure requires a hike through thickets of sticker vines and 

atop fallen logs."  Members of The Clinch Coalition have made two trips to the 

Rock, locating sections of the old trail and the outcrop rock on a nearby ridge from 

where the above photo was taken. 

 Working with the Forest Service, we hope to reopen the trail sometime in 

the future. An official trail would be a great addition for both locals and tourists. 
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Paul and Jody Move North 
 

 Paul Moceri resigned as president of The Clinch Coalition after taking a 

new position in Michigan. He had the following to say about his time with The 

Clinch Coalition: “Within weeks of moving to SW Virginia in 2008, Jody and I 

found kindred souls in the members of The Clinch Coalition.  We valued the     

mission of TCC and felt it was a worthy venture to 

join them in pursuit of their mission.  It has been a 

gratifying journey working with our partner         

organizations as well as collaborating with the staff 

of the Clinch Ranger District/Jefferson National 

Forest.  Now that we have moved to NE Michigan, 

we are exploring association with local               

environmental organizations in pursuit of similar 

missions.  We miss you all!  We hope others will 

rise up in SW Virginia to fill the void left by us and 

support TCC in its ongoing advocacy for a healthy  

environment.” 

 The Clinch Coalition welcomes Diana 

Withen as the new president.    

Photo by Wally Smith 
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Executive Committee: 
 

Diana Withen, Pres. 
Wise, VA 
Frank Frey, Vice Pres. 
Norton, VA 
Bill Harris, Sec. 
Big Stone Gap, VA 
Mary Ellen Kelley, Treas. 
Wise, VA 
Shawn Becker, Historian 
Duffield, VA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board Members: 
 

Robert Gillenwater  
Rogersville, TN  
Teresa Guice  
Rogersville, TN 
Mary Meade  
Clintwood, VA  
Jerry Scardo 
Clintwood, VA 
Joe Scardo 
Clintwood, VA 
Finnley Willow 
Keokee, VA 
Connor Stanley 
Big Stone Gap, VA 
Zeb Estep 
Norton, VA 
Jim Elam 
Pound, VA 

 Advisory Board: 
 

Ben Prater  
Asheville, NC   
Mark Miller 
Lexington, VA 
Jim Moran 
Abingdon, VA  
Richard Kretz 
Church Hill, TN 
Jackie Hanrahan 
Coeburn, VA 
Hugh O’Donnell 
St. Paul, VA 
Phil Shelton  
Wise, VA 
Anna Hess  
Dungannon, VA 
 
 

 Honorary Members: 
 

Jr. Moore   
Coeburn, VA 
Nancy & Otis Ward  
Coeburn, VA 
Dick Austin 
Abingdon, VA  
Eulane Hamm 
Coeburn, VA 
Detta Davis  
Coeburn, VA  
 
Staff: 
 

Deidre Donahue,          
Director  
Ewing, VA 
Steve Brooks,  
Associate Director   
Nickelsville, VA 

TCC Board Members 2014-2015 

High Knob Hellbender 10k 
 

The Clinch Coalition along with Katie Dunn organized the 

1st Annual High Knob Hellbender 10k.  The race was a success 

with 32 participants, including one of The Clinch Coalition’s board 

members.  Shawn Becker finished the race in one hour and two 

minutes coming in 8th overall.  He wrote the following thoughts 

about the race. 

 “This was not to be your typical road race, but rather a 

unique climb from downtown Norton to the site of the newly       

constructed High Knob observation tower, roughly 2000 feet up in 

elevation from start to finish; downtown Norton to the highest local 

summit!  I have always liked to run, but only within the last couple 

of years did I start competing in local races.  Since then, I have    

developed a passion for the competition, and soon I was seeking 

out the most challenging races I could find, which in turn usually 

entailed the most physical pain.  The High Knob Hellbender definitely fit into this category!” 

 “Once we crossed under the U.S. 23 overpass, the climb was on.  The gently rolling city street quickly 

became a switchback nightmare, and I knew before too long I would have to intermediately switch between 

walking and running.  Crossing the finish line was so exhilarating!   Dozens of wonderful volunteers were 

there to greet the finishers, and along with the bluegrass music and the official Hellbender flag, which really 

helped us runners feel as though we conquered High Knob.”  

 “The race organizers did an outstanding job.  It takes a lot of hard work to put on such a wonderful 

event, and everything from the participation T-shirt to the post-race snacks and even the unique wood     

carved-finisher medals that were awarded to everyone who completed the race just added a special touch to the 

Hellbender 10k.  I am already marking my calendar for the beginning of October 2015, and another agonizing 

yet exhilarating run to the top of southwest Virginia.” 
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8th Annual High Knob Naturalist Rally 

 The 8th Annual High Knob Naturalist Rally was a success. 

With over 160 people in attendance, we spent the day celebrating 

Southwest Virginia’s natural environment with educational hikes, 

presentations and activities highlighting the unique ecology of the 

High Knob.   

 The first set of hike topics included Kitchen Rock led by 

Phil Shelton, Professor Emeritus of Biology at UVa-Wise;       

Wetlands by Lois Boggs, from the U.S. Forest Service; and      

Salamanders by Walter Smith, an Assistant Professor of Biology 

at UVa-Wise. Morning presentations included Invasive Species  

by the UVa-Wise Environmental Club; High Knob Weather by 

Wayne Browning; and Native Reptiles of the Southeastern U.S.  

by Chuck Hurd. Hurd also brought his collection of reptiles.    

  We then broke for a free lunch and a chance for fellowship.  After 

lunch we separated for afternoon hikes. The topics included Mushrooms led 

by Gabrielle Zeiger and Edible Wild Plants led by Phil Meeks from the       

Virginia Cooperative Extension. The afternoon presentations covered the    

topics of Raptors by Frank and Doreen Read, from Bays Mountain, who 

brought a Great Horned Owl and Red Tailed Hawk; Wild Mushrooms by 

Johnny Stanley; and Save our Streams by Megan Krager, Education Specialist 

from Natural Tunnel State Park. 

  Karen Hartsock, a teacher in Scott county, led a children’s activity  

during the morning session.  We also had kayaking sessions on Bark Camp 

Lake, with kayaks provided by Clinch River Adventures.   

 

 The Clinch Coalition would like to thank the following businesses and 

organizations for their support in making this year’s High Knob Naturalist Rally and Hellbender 10k            

successful:  Appalachian Insurance;  Ole Nickelsville Hotel;  Clinch River Adventures;  Wise County Animal 

Hospital;  CSE Insurance;  Scott County Virginia Star;  Broadwater Trading;  Bank of Scott County;  R-Max 

Reality;  Wise Lumber;  Payless;  Walmart;  Food City;  Chestatee High School Cross Country;  Auto Zone;  

Mi Finca;  Captain D’s;  Adkins & Hunnicutt;  Home Hardware;  Scott County Farmers Co-op;  Magnolia’s;  

Pathfinder’s Outdoor Adventures;  Food Lion;  Norton Cinema;  The Clapboard House;  Subway;  Hardees;  

Fitness Advantage;  Juste Music;  UVa-Wise Bookstore;  Belk;  Super 8;  Tales of the Lonesome Pine 

Bookstore;  Cavalier Pharmacy;  Ingles;  Norton Farmers Market;  Applebee’s;  Big Boys Pizza;  Bill Harris 

Photography;  The Hangar;  Save-A-Lot;  and Lowes. 
 
  

 The Clinch Coalition would like to wish Jorge 

Hershel good luck in his retirement.  Jorge started working 

as the District Ranger of the Clinch Ranger District in 

2009.  He plans to stay in the area a short time and will be 

helping The Clinch Coalition with trail work.   

 The Clinch Coalition presented Jorge a parting gift 

at this year’s High Knob Naturalist Rally (pictured to the 

left).    

Photos by Bill Harris 

Jorge Hershel Retires 
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 Leave No Trace 

 

 There is always an impact on the environment with any outdoor activity.  Minimizing that impact, no 

matter how big or small is up to each and every one of us.  Teaching our youth techniques, the 7 Principles of 

Leave No Trace Outdoor Ethics, is a great way to start to minimize that impact on our environment. 

  The 7 principles of Leave No Trace include; Plan ahead and Prepare: Make sure you know the           

regulations and special concerns for the area you'll be visiting.  Make sure you use a map and compass to   

eliminate the use of marking paint, rock cairns or flagging. Visit in small groups when possible. Also consider 

splitting larger groups into smaller groups. Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces: When in popular areas   

concentrate use on existing trails and campsites. In pristine areas, disperse use to prevent the creation of 

campsites and trails, as well as avoid places where impacts are just beginning.  

 Dispose of Waste Properly: Pack it in, pack it out.  Also make sure you pack out all trash, leftover 

food and litter. During your last two miles, pick up trash along the trail and dispose of it properly.   Deposit 

solid human waste in cat-holes, dug 6 to 8 inches deep, at least 200 feet from water.  Leave What You Find:  

Preserve the past. Examine, but do not touch, cultural or historic structures and artifacts. Leave rocks, plants 

and other natural objects as you find them for future generations.    

 Minimize Campfire Impacts: Campfires can cause                     

  lasting impacts to the backcountry. Use a lightweight stove for  

  cooking and enjoy a candle lantern for light.  Where fires are       

  permitted, use established fire rings, fire pans, or mound fires.       

  Respect Wildlife: Observe wildlife from a distance, but never  

  follow or approach them. Never feed animals.  Feeding wildlife  

  damages their health, alters natural behaviors, and exposes them  

  to predators and other dangers.  Be Considerate of Other          

  Visitors:  Respect other visitors and protect the quality of their  

  experience. Be courteous and yield to other users on the trail.  

  By following these seven easy steps of Leave No Trace, we will ensure everyone can enjoy our outdoor 

recreational areas, trails, and waterways for generations to come.  For more information on Leave No Trace 

visit, www.lnt.org. 

 

Forest Service Drops Plans to Burn 1500 Acres 
 

           After receiving comments from The Clinch Coalition and other interested parties, the Forest Service 

agreed last month to withdraw plans to burn approximately 1,500 acres in the Straight Fork watershed. Though 

a number of concerns were expressed, the main one had to do with the location of the burn.  It was pointed out 

that though this area may benefit to some extent from the burn, there are other areas that are in much greater 

need.  

          Charles Lane, Acting Clinch District Ranger agreed stating “I have decided not to go forward with the 

Straight Fork Burn any time in the foreseeable future.  We will be continuing to burn the highest priority areas 

for ecological restoration, where the need is the greatest and especially those areas where we already have an 

investment.” 

          Straight Fork lies about a half mile south of the Big Cherry Reservoir along Forest Service Road No. 

237, stretching into both Wise and Scott counties and bordering the Devil’s Fork Roadless Area.  

According to the Forest Service, in addition to assisting “with site preparation to accomplish silvicultural  

treatments” (timber cutting), prescribed burns “ensure the continued presence of fire-dependent ecosystems; 

improve threatened, endangered, sensitive and locally rare species habitat and reduce fuel buildups.” 

 

http://www.lnt.org
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Earth Awareness Art and Essay Contest 

2014 Earth Art and Essay Contest Winners 

Brittany Lundy - Union High School - 1st place High School Art Division 

McKenzie Templeton – Gate City Middle School - 1st place Middle School Art Division 

Alexia Calton - Dungannon Intermediate - 1st place Primary School Art Division 

Ariel Collins - Eastside High School - 1st place High School Essay Division 

Sarah Frasier  - Gate City Middle School - 1st place Middle School Essay Division 

Garin Grizzle - Dungannon Intermediate - 1st place Primary School Essay Division 

 This year’s Earth Awareness Art and Essay contest, had over 100 entries from students in Scott, Wise, 

and Lee counties.  Students submitted an original piece of art or a short essay on how it is important to use 

Leave No Trace guidelines when visiting the environment.   Ariel Collins, an Eastside High School student, 

won first place for her essay titled “Leave No Trace!” The essay contains 

examples of  being environmentally responsible and why it is important to 

do so. She says, “Leave no trace not only helps the environment, it also 

keeps areas looking good for others. It is also important to create a culture 

of respecting the environment.”  

  The middle school essay winner, 

Sarah Frasier, from Gate City, wrote, 

“Our Earth is very important. It is up to 

us to watch out for and take good care of 

it”. She talks about how it is important to 

take care of the environment for future  

generations. Frasier expresses that 

“without clean and unpolluted water no living thing would be able to       

survive.” 

 Gavin Grizzle, from Dungannon Intermediate, won the primary 

school category with his essay.  He wrote about how he and his family leave 

no trace while camping.  While explaining 

about the animals he saw on his camping 

trip he wrote, “We respected the animals 

by just looking at them, we weren’t allowed to feed or touch them”.   

 Brittany Lundy, from Union High School, won the high school art 

division with a colorful drawing of the artifacts that should be left in nature 

for everyone that follows to enjoy.   

 Over the past eight years, The Clinch Coalition has given awards to          

hundreds of students.  Previous years' contests have included topics such as 

clean water, local foods, and outdoor recreation. The Clinch Coalition would 

like to thank all the students and teachers who participated in this year’s 

contests.  The 2015 contest topic is My Spot in the Woods, to see more     

winning students' artwork and to learn more about the 2015 contest, visit 

www.clinchcoalition.net.   

McKenzie Templeton  

Brittany Lundy  
1st Place High School Division 

Alexia Calton   
1st Place Primary School Division 
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Patagonia  
Harris and Frances 

Block Foundation  
Sherman Bamford Beth Bingman David Blair 

Martie Bell  Todd Cassel Shelley Cassel 
Tucker and Becky 

Coleman 
Sharon Daniels 

Mary Darcy Buddy Delp  
Diana and Robert 

Etherton 
Robert Findley DDS David Jackson 

Bill Harris Teresa Guice Tom Gillenwater Eric and Cara Hall 
Kary Bledsoe 

Kash 

Rich Kirby Sue Ella Kobak  Mrs. Benny Larkey 
Marilyn and Bill  

Maxwell 
Paul Moceri 

Jim Moran Steven E. Nauss DDS David Rouse Gerry and Joe Scardo Phil Shelton 

Ed Stein Johnathan Stewart Harry Warren William Wasserman 
Diana and      

Patrick Withen  

Art Van Zee     

THANK YOU!  

 The Clinch Coalition has completed over 300 hours 

of trail work this year.  Most of the work has focused on the 

Chief Benge Scout Trail, the official trail adopted by The 

Clinch Coalition.  We worked to clear and reopen the     

Roaring Branch Trail, which was closed due to downed 

trees from a spring storm.  Work was also done on the   

Devils Fork Trail and the Little Stoney Trail.  Trail work 

entails the removal of downed trees, repair of wash outs, 

and re-blazing trail markers.  If you would like to volunteer 

please contact us at clinchcoalition@gmail.com.   

Trail Work 

The Clinch Coalition would like to thank the following 

volunteers who have helped with our trail work efforts: 

Trevor Makal 

Finnley Willow 

Lucian Undreiu  

Connor Stanley 

Andrew Chapman 

Jorge Hershel 

Patrick Withen 

Diana Withen 

Alex Beer 

Willie Dodson 

Beeka Quesnell 

Josh Moore 

Paul Moceri 

Jodi Moceri 

Ricky Bentley 

Steve Brooks 

Shayne Fields 

Robert Bishop 

Stephen Grayson  
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Name:   

Address:   

City:   State:   Zip

: 

  

Email:   Phone:   

Contribution Amount:       

RENEW  MEMBERSHIP OR BECOME A MEMBER!  

  

 
I am a new member! Please send me a T-shirt and Bumper Sticker. 

Size (circle one): S, M, L, XL, 2X, 3X Color (circle one): White, Green  

 

MAKE A ONE TIME TAX-DEDUCTABLE DONATION! 

 

SEND ME INFORMATION ABOUT BECOMING A SUSTAINING DONOR 
 

 If you have any questions or would like more information contact Deidre at  

 clinchcoalition@gmail.com or (423) 948-5538 or Steve Brooks at 276-479-2176 or                                         

 clinchcoalition@mounet.com.  

___ Student/Low Income: $10 ___ Individual: $25 ___ Family: $40 ___ Business: $50 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!  
 Your support is vital to helping us continue our work: Please consider joining TCC as a member, or 

make a one time tax-deductible donation.  To donate send a check made out to VIRGINIA ORGANIZING 

(our fiscal sponsor) with TCC in the memo line, along with the form below to: 

 
The Clinch Coalition  

PO BOX 2732 

Wise VA 24293 

 

As a small grass roots organization, The Clinch Coalition (TCC) takes pride in our ties to the        

community and our dedication to working on environmental issues affecting our public lands right here in 

Southwest Virginia.  The Clinch Coalition depends on community support to continue our work.  Only       

together can we conserve the natural heritage of Southwest Virginia, create excellent recreation opportunities 

on our National Forest, and re-build the culture of stewardship and that once defined our great region.   

 

 Please consider becoming a TCC sustainer, by completing a form that will activate automatic bank 

account withdrawals on a monthly basis through our fiscal sponsor, Virginia Organizing.   Even if you cannot 

make a financial contribution, there are other ways to show your support!  We are always looking for          

volunteers to help with mailings, events, trail work and our programs.  Consider coming to a meeting, or even 

joining the Board of Directors.  Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of the month at the        

Tacoma Community Center in Tacoma, Virginia at 6:30 PM.  

  

 For more information on The Clinch Coalition please contact Deidre Donahue at 423-948-5538 or  

clinchcoalition@gmail.com or Steve Brooks at 276-479-2176 or clinchcoalition@mounet.com.  

mailto:clinchcoalition@mounet.com
mailto:clinchcoalition@gmail.com
mailto:clinchcoalition@mounet.com


PO Box 2732 

Wise, VA 24293 To: 

www.clinchcoalition.net 

clinchcoalition@gmail.com 
or 

Call us at 423-948-5538 

 

  Get in touch with us… 

SAVE PAPER BY GETTING TCC NEWS ONLINE!  
If you would like to receive your copy of The High Knob Herald electronically please let us know by 

sending an email to clinchcoalition@gmail.com For additional updates and news throughout the year 

visit our website at: www.clinchcoalition.net or:  

www.clinchcoalition.net 

The new High Knob 

Tower is now open!   

Photo by Bill Harris 

http://www.clinchcoalition.net/
mailto:clinchcoalition@mounet.com

